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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Media Contact: Nicole Lane
nlane@artistsrep.org

503.241.9807 ext 102; 360.601.4298 (cell)

Artists Rep presents 
(I Am Still) The Duchess of Malfi 
Macabre, murder and mayhem in a contemporary adaptation of 17th Century classic 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – December 22, 2011. Is the desire for love or power the most alluring? Edgy and visceral, this contemporary adaptation of John Webster’s classic Jacobean revenge tragedy is a world-premiere production. In this re-imagined classic, the Duchess of Malfi defies her brother’s chess game of power, manipulation and morality. Laced with violence and shocking wit, this macabre, plot-twisting, back-stabbing saga of murder, sex and betrayal doesn’t come to a pretty end. 
Director Jon Kretzu said John Webster’s Duchess of Malfi was the first Jacobean tragedy he ever saw – at age 8. “How could I not love it even at such a young age? Horror, violence and dismemberment…all those things near and dear to my heart,” he said with a laugh at the production’s First Rehearsal. 
Kretzu said he welcomed the opportunity to work with Portland playwright Joseph Fisher again, whose Artists Rep credits include adaptations of Chekhov’s The Seagull (2006) and Carlo Goldoni’s The New House (2003).  Kretzu originally requested that the talented playwright craft a play that felt like “Quentin Tarantino directing a Noel Coward play that had a lot of white satin and blood.” 
Kretzu said this script, combined with Daniel Meeker’s dark and modern set, Bobby Brewer-Wallin’s haunting costumes and a stellar cast, is “exactly what I envisioned.”

(more)
(I Am Still) The Duchess of Malfi
Written by:
     John Webster
Adapted by:
     Joseph Fisher

Directed by:  
     Jon Kretzu
Performance Dates:  January 10 – February 12



     Tuesday through Sunday at 7:30pm, Sunday at 2pm




     Wednesday matinee at 11am on February 1



     Opening Night is Friday, January 13




Venue: 

     Artists Repertory Theatre - Morrison Stage (15th and Morrison St.) 

Tickets:  

     $25-$50; Students $20
Box Office:
     503.241.1278 or www.artistsrep.org
On the web:
    Website, Facebook, Twitter     
PHOTOS AVAILABLE TUESDAY, JANUARY 10

About the Original
This is the World Premiere of Joseph Fisher’s adaptation of the classic The Duchess of Malfi by John Webster. Written in 1612, Webster’s The Duchess of Malfi was published for the first time in 1623, and is loosely based on true events that occurred between about 1508 and 1513. The Duchess was Giovanna d'Aragona, whose father, Arrigo d'Aragona, Marquis of Gerace, was an illegitimate son of Ferdinand I of Naples. Her husbands were Alfonso Piccolomini, Duke of Amalfi, and (as in the play) Antonio Bologna.

Joseph Fisher, Playwright
Joseph Fisher is a graduate of Southern Methodist University in Dallas, Texas where he received his BFA in Playwriting. In 2004, Fisher finished his fourth and final year as playwright-in-residence at Stark Raving Theatre where they produced world premieres of his plays Prometheus Bound, Tundra, Cupid & Psyche, and Faust.Us. In 2004, he received productions of his plays The New House at Artists Repertory Theatre and Thunderbird at the Cherry Lane Theatre in New York. Fisher’s plays have also appeared at Kitchen Dog Theater, Portland Center Stage, the Oregon Shakespeare Festival, and the Mark Taper Forum. He is a recipient of the Playwrights First Award and the Charlotte Woolard Award, as well as a 2002 grant from the Kennedy Center’s Fund for New American Plays. Fisher has been a resident playwright at New Dramatists in New York since 2002. He currently resides in Los Angeles where he is a 2005 Walt Disney Studios Screenwriting Fellow.
 Fertile Ground Festival of New Works
This is one of two productions Artists Rep will produce as part of the Fertile Ground Festival of New Works 2012. This World Premiere of (I Am Still) The Duchess of Malfi runs on Artists Rep’s Alder Stage January 10 through February 12, and the staged reading of Dear Galileo by Claire Willett runs on Artists Rep’s Morrison Stage January 21 at 2pm and January 23 at 7:30pm. More information on both productions can be found at www.artistsrep.org. Fertile Ground was launched by the Portland Area Theatre Alliance (the service organization for Portland theatre artists and organizations) in 2009 to provide a platform for Portland theatre companies to showcase their commitment to new work. More information about the Fertile Ground Festival: www.fertilegroundpdx.org.
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Artists Repertory Theatre

(I Am Still) The Duchess of Malfi is supported by Howard S. Wright Constructors and individual show sponsors Hugh & Mair Lewis and Christine Swanson. The 2011/12 Artists Repertory Theatre season is presented by the Paul G. Allen Family Foundation. The 2011 print media sponsor is The Oregonian, the season radio sponsor is KINK.FM. Season Hotel Sponsors are Mark Spencer Hotel and Hotel deLuxe. Other support comes from All Classical, Oregon Arts Commission, the Regional Arts & Culture Council, Work for Art and Maletis Beverage. 
With this 29th season, Artists Repertory Theatre is the longest-running professional theater company in Portland.  Artists Rep strives to challenge artists and audiences with plays of depth and vibrancy in an intimate setting.  Artists Rep explores the strengths, frailties, and diversity of the human condition primarily through regional premieres, commissioned works and selected classics appropriate to contemporary issues.
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