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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Media Contact: Nicole Lane
nlane@artistsrep.org

503.241.9807 x102; 360.601.4298 (cell)

Artists Rep presents 
Circle Mirror Transformation
Can a drama class change lives forever?
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – January 17, 2012.  In this funny, curiously potent play, five people enroll in an adult creative drama class at a small-town community center. Over the course of six weeks they are led through theater games and exercises into murky and dangerous psychological waters. By the end of the class, layers of emotional baggage are stripped off to reveal how truth, change and public performance can possibly “set the body and spirit free.” Circle Mirror Transformation by critically acclaimed playwright Annie Baker is a Portland premiere, won the 2009 Obie Award for Best New American Play and has garnered numerous accolades Off Broadway and beyond.
“This is a play about self-discovery, empathy, engagement, movement, the journey of life and how we interact with our community,” said Allen Nause, Artists Rep’s Producing Artistic Director, who is directing the production. “It seems very simple, with not a lot of plot and effects, but it is not about the action, but about what is going on underneath.”

Nause said the characters in the play are all regular people we could all recognize at our local grocery store and that is what gives them their appeal. “The play is about people asking the questions that make us human beings – Who are we? What is our role? How do we change?” 
*SPECIAL EVENT* Allen Nause will lead a “creative drama workshop” on Sunday, February 19, immediately following the 2pm performance. Patrons will have the opportunity to “play” with Nause as he takes them through a variety of typical theater exercises.  No theater experience is necessary, only willingness and enthusiasm. More info at www.artistsrep.org.
(more)
Circle Mirror Transformation
Written by:
     Annie Baker
Directed by:  
     Allen Nause
Featuring:

     Beth Harper, Richard Elmore, Jason Glick, Val Landrum, Danielle Purdy
Performance Dates:   February 7 – March 11



     Wednesday through Sunday at 7:30pm, Sunday at 2pm




     Wednesday matinee at 11am on Feb. 29



     Opening Night is Friday, February 10




Venue: 

     Artists Repertory Theatre - Alder Stage (16th and Alder St.) 

Tickets:  

     $25-$50; Students $20
Box Office:
     503.241.1278 or www.artistsrep.org
On the web:
     Website, Facebook, Twitter     
Annie Baker, Playwright
Annie Baker grew up in Amherst, Massachusetts. Her full-length plays include Circle Mirror Transformation (Playwrights Horizons, OBIE Award for Best New American Play, Drama Desk nomination for Best Play), The Aliens (Rattlestick Playwrights Theater, OBIE Award for Best New American Play), Body Awareness (Atlantic Theater Company, Drama Desk and Outer Critics Circle nominations for Best Play/Emerging Playwright) and Nocturama. Her work has also been produced and developed at the Bush Theatre in London, New York Theatre Workshop, MCC, MTC, Soho Rep, the Orchard Project, the Ontological-Hysteric, Ars Nova, the Huntington, Victory Gardens, Z-Space/Theatre Artaud, the Magic Theater, the Cape Cod Theatre Project, the Bay Area Playwrights Festival and the Sundance Institute Theatre Lab in Utah and Ucross, Wyoming. Annie is a member of New Dramatists, MCC's Playwrights Coalition and EST, and she is an alumna of Youngblood, Ars Nova's Play Group and the Soho Rep Writer/Director Lab. Recent honors include a New York Drama Critics Circle Award, a Susan Smith Blackburn Prize nomination, a Lilly Award, a Time Warner Storytelling Fellowship, and a MacDowell fellowship. Most recently, TCG just released an anthology of her work, The Vermont Plays. She was recently awarded a 2011 United States Artists Fellowship.
About Allen Nause

Allen Nause has been Artists Repertory Theatre’s Artistic Director since 1988. He has performed in many plays at Artists Rep including: Frankie and Johnny in the Claire De Lune, Breaking The Code, Art, The Drawer Boy, Death Of A Salesman, Blackbird, Vanya and most recently No Man’s Land. Allen has appeared in many other Northwest theaters including: Portland Center Stage, Oregon Shakespeare Festival, Seattle Repertory Theatre, The Empty Space, A.C.T. Seattle and the Intiman Theatre. Nause joined Artists Rep as the company’s first Artistic Director in 1989 and has directed many of its most popular productions. He directed Our Town with Mahesh Dattani in Bangalore, India and led two international tours to Africa and the Near and Middle East, representing American regional theater for U.S.I.A. Arts America. In 2000, Nause traveled to Vietnam and co-directed a bilingual, bicultural production of A Midsummer Night’s Dream and a Vietnamese production of A Glass Menagerie as part of the Vietnam/America Theater Exchange. In May 2007 he directed All My Sons with the Palestinian National Theater in Jerusalem. Nause recently returned from Islamabad, Pakistan where he directed The Odd Couple.

(more)

Artists Repertory Theatre

Circle Mirror Transformation is supported by The Boeing Company, OPSIS Architecture and individual show sponsors Robert & Janet Conklin. The 2011/12 Artists Repertory Theatre season is presented by the Paul G. Allen Family Foundation. The 2011 print media sponsor is The Oregonian, the season radio sponsor is KINK.FM. Season hotel sponsors are Mark Spencer Hotel and Hotel deLuxe.  Other support comes from All Classical, Oregon Public Broadcasting, Oregon Arts Commission, the Regional Arts & Culture Council, Work for Art and Maletis Beverage.

With this 29th season, Artists Repertory Theatre is the longest-running professional theater company in Portland.  Artists Rep strives to challenge artists and audiences with plays of depth and vibrancy in an intimate setting.  Artists Rep explores the strengths, frailties, and diversity of the human condition primarily through regional premieres, commissioned works and selected classics appropriate to contemporary issues. 
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